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own hands. March 10, 1890, the day of Bismarck's faE, is one of the decisive dates in European history. Germany from this time was embarked on what the young Kaiser called "the new course" which was to take her the whole way to her catastrophe in 1918.
The Great Divide
Within a few weeks the Kaiser and his new Chancellor had decided not to renew the "Reinsurance Treaty " with Russia which Bismarck had regarded as the corner-stone of his policy in the later years. Russia, thinking herself isolated in Europe, now began feeling her way toward France, which had abundant reasons^fbr meeting her more than half-way. In the following year (1891) the two Powers came to the preliminary agreement which three years later led to the military Dual Alliance. There were many vicissitudes in the negotiations, and Alexander III had more than one cold fit about the propriety of allying himself with the " disreputable " French Republic. But the Germans in these years were again largely increasing their army with the openly expressed intention of guarding their Eastern frontier, and the Kaiser was claiming a position in the Near East, both as friend of the Sultan and protector of his Christian subjects, which was bound to bring Mm into collision with Russia. In 1894 the Tsar threw aside his doubts and scruples and entered into a formal alliance with France. From this time onwards the competition of Triple and Dual Alliance became the dominant factor in European politics.
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Though the narratives of home and foreign affairs have generally to be told in separate chapters, it must always be remembered that they ran concurrently. Many of the transactions of these years were little, if at all, known to the public it the time, and it frequently happened that British Ministers were deeply involved in foreign crises of which the public knew nothing at a time when they seemed to be wholly occupied in domestic afFair$.s son, Frederick, had followed him to the grave. William II was now on the throne, and within a few months it became clear that there was no room in the German State for an old and illustrious statesman wielding a unique authority, and an impetuous young man claiming to be supreme and panting to take the direction of affairs into hisnd fiery gestures, lathe end Boulanger turned out to be only a flashy adventurerave been fatal to the German policy of uniting ttte Three Emperors for the isolation of France, fn England, Mr. Gladstone raised his powerful voice against the policy of bolstering up Turkey and perpetuating Turkish misrule for the convenience of Great Britain and Austria, and his agitation in the end proved fatal to the Government of Lord Beaconsfield which had adopted that policy. But this was two years after the event. Had Mr. Gladstone prevailed at the time arxd induced the Powers to co-operate in setting up a tolerable Government for the Christian subjects of the Turk, the whole
